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NATIONAL

INDIA LAUNCHES SKYCAST SYSTEM

Union Minister of State Dr. Jitendra Singh has
inaugurated India’s first ‘SkyCast’ system at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport in New Delhi.
With this, India has become the 19th country
globally to implement this advanced integrated
aviation weather monitoring system.

Developed under ‘Mission Mausam’, the system
aims to enhance aviation safety by facilitating
safer take-offs and landings. It integrates
advanced atmospheric sensors to monitor
atmospheric conditions up to an altitude of 3 km.
A second facility is planned to be established at
the Jewar Airport in Uttar Pradesh.

APPOINTMENTS

NEW VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF

Vice Admiral Ajay Kochhar has been appointed
as the 48th Vice Chief of the Naval Staff (VCNS)
of the Indian Navy. He succeeds Vice Admiral
Sanjay Vatsayan.

Prior to this, he served as the Commander-in-
Chief of the Andaman and Nicobar Command.
He was awarded the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal
(AVSM) in 2022 and the Param Vishisht Seva
Medal (PVSM) in 2026.

AWARDS

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 2026

The 79th edition of the annual Cannes
International Film Festival 2026 was hosted in
Cannes, France. The Palme d’'Or, the highest
award, was won by Romanian director Cristian
Mungiu for his drama ‘Fjord’, marking his second
win. The Grand Prix was awarded to Russian
director Andrey Zvyagintsev for his political
thriller ‘Minotaur’.

The Jury Prize was conferred upon ‘The Dreamed
Adventure’ by Valeska Grisebach (Germany).
The Best Director award was jointly presented to
Javier Calvo and Javier Ambrossi (Spain) for ‘La
Bola Negra’ and Pawet Pawlikowski (Poland) for
‘Fatherland’.

NEW FELLOWS OF ROYAL SOCIETY

Professor Manindra Agrawal, the Director of the
IIT Kanpur, and Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, the
former Chief Scientist of the WHO, have been
elected as Fellows of the Royal Society (FRS). The
Royal Society is one of the oldest and most
prestigious scientific academies in the world.
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The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has celebrated its 150" Foundation Day in
CLEVERLY New Delhi. PM Narendra Modi attended the

event and launched “Mission to
transform India into a ‘Weather-Ready’ and

n ti t 3199 ‘Climate-smart’ country.

IMD, in its “IMD Vision 2047” document, has
outlined targets for forecast accuracy: 100%
for up to 3 days, 90% for up to 5 days, 80% for
up to 7 days, and % for up to 10 days.
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